
w h a t  w e  b e l i e v e
We believe the Bible is the inspired word of God and our only rule of 
faith and practice. As Scripture teaches, we believe God became man 
in the person of Jesus Christ, saving us from sin by grace through 
faith. We believe the seventh-day Sabbath was established by God at
Creation and honored by Jesus in His earthly ministry as a gift of rest 
and rejuvenation for all. We celebrate the church as the diverse “new 
community” forged through the death and resurrection of Jesus, in 
which all are called, all are gifted, and all are valued. We anticipate
Jesus’ personal and visible return to earth to raise the righteous dead, 
make the earth new, and dwell with His faithful children throughout 
eternity. We live out our love for Jesus by growing in His likeness and 
by serving our fellowmen.
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O U R  M I S S I O N
We seek to  grow pass ionate d isc ip les  of 
Jesus through worship of  God,  nur ture  
o f  one another,and outreach to  the world .

The Washington Adventist University Church
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O U R  V I S I O N   We w i l l  g lo r i f y  God by  be ing  increas ing ly  t rans formed in to  the  l i keness  o f  Chr is t

c a l e n d a r  o f  e v e n t s

worship.nurture.outreach
Follow us now on Facebook and Twitter

w e l c o m e

w o r s h i p  s c h e d u l e

All activities inside the church 
building are cancelled until 
further notice! 
We are open virtually.

Welcome to Sligo on this Mother’s Day Sabbath. The 
expression, “Like father, like son,” has a certain degree 
of truth to it, but “ As mothers go, so goes the world” 
seems closer to the reality of parental influence that 
has been observed for countless generations. There 
is no doubt that the lessons learned at mother’s 

knees and shaped by her actions have led to many of the great 
accomplishments throughout human history.  Ask Moses the liberator,  
Samuel the prophet and Abraham Lincoln the emancipator, and they 
will tell you about the impact that their mothers had on their lives 
and achievements.  Although Lincoln’s mother died when he was 
only 9 years of age, he once said, “ All that I am and all that I ever 
hope to be, I owe it to my mother.” Today, in our message, In Praise 
of Mothers, we will be reminded of two mothers whose teaching,  
diligence and example earned the praise of the Apostle Paul and 
provided one of the outstanding characters in the New Testament. 
 - Don McFarlaneJoin us next week at 11:00 a.m. via 

Livestream: <media.sligochurch.
org> or on YouTube as Sligo’s 
Youth and Young Adult Pastor, 
Jonathan Gantt, shares a message 
with us.

w h o  c a n  h e l p

PHONE: 301.270.6777          EMERGENCY: 301.980.1009 
FAX: 301.270.3518            www.sligochurch.org  
Domestic Violence Hotline: 240.777.4000
National Suicide Hotline: 1.800.273.8255

INTERIM SENIOR PASTOR    
Don McFarlane, ext. 116  dmcfarlane@sligochurch.org

PASTOR FOR ADMINISTRATION & ADULT MINISTRIES   
Don McFarlane, ext. 116    dmcfarlane@sligochurch.org

PASTOR FOR DISCIPLESHIP & CONGREGATIONAL CARE               
Pranitha Fielder, ext. 127    pfielder@sligochurch.org   
 
PASTOR FOR YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS  jgantt@sligochurch.org  
Jonathan Gantt, ext. 119                        

PASTOR FOR CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
Hazel Marroquin, ext. 136                hmarroquin@sligochurch.org
 
PASTOR FOR WORSHIP
Cheryl Wilson-Bridges, ext. 123    cbridges@sligochurch.org

ADVENTIST COMMUNITY SERVICES HEAD ELDER    
Ken Flemmer  301.585.6556  Erwin Mack 301.434.1622

HEAD DEACON   HEAD DEACONESS 
Manuel Rosette 301.370.1255                      Carol Hooker  

at worship

C H R I S T  F I R S T
p r o f i l e  o f  g i v i n g  -  M a y  1
 

CHURCH BUDGET: This offering pays for the outreach and 
nurture  ministries of the church and the church school, 
along with necessary expenses such as utilities and 
maintenance of the church building.  
 
Last Year:      This Year:     
            
May 2              $   11,974        May 1             $     8,270   
May 2 YTD       $ 174,254         May 1  YTD      $ 142,506

BUDGET FOR MAY 1 YTD:                          $ 181,795
 
CHURCH BUILDING IMPROVEMENT:
May 1  YTD                                                   $    4,819 
 
BOONSBORO CAPITAL FUND:
Aug. 2019 - May 1 YTD                                   $  35,251                                   
                                                            
TITHE: All  of these funds are sent to the Potomac 
Conference to help expand the Kingdom of God throughout 
our region and the world.

Last Year:       This Year: 

May 2              $ 54,313         May 1              $  48,256
May 2 YTD       $751,641         May 1 YTD       $ 715,750

Today’s designated offering goes to Disaster & Famine Relief 
(GC and NAD).
Loose offering goes to Church Budget.

h o w  y o u  c o n n e c t
• Take your next step at “Connection Central” in the Atrium

• Do life together: Join a Journey Group

• Fill out a pew menu card and place it in the offering plate

• Visit sligochurch.org/connect2ministry

To My Mother
- Wendell Berry

I was your rebellious son,
do you remember? Sometimes
I wonder if you do remember,
so complete has your forgiveness 
been.

So complete has your forgiveness 
been
I wonder sometimes if it did not
precede my wrong, and I erred,
safe found, within your love,

prepared ahead of me, the way 
home,
or my bed at night, so that almost
I should forgive you, who perhaps
foresaw the worst that I might do,

and forgave before I could act,
causing me to smile now, looking 
back,
to see how paltry was my worst,
compared to your forgiveness of it

already given. And this, then,
is the vision of that Heaven of which
we have heard, where those who 
love
each other have forgiven each other,

where, for that, the leaves are green,
the light a music in the air,
and all is unentangled,
and all is undismayed.
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s a b b a t h  d e v o t i o n a l :

“Life doesn’t 
come with a 
manual; it comes 
with a mother.” 
- Unknown

The Land:
The promise that a land would be given to God’s people, Israel, 
was first given to Abraham and then repeated to Isaac and Jacob. 
Joseph’s deathbed words repeated this promise (Gen. 50:24). 
God informed Abraham, however, that “four hundred years” 
would pass before the seed of Abraham would take possession of 
the land (Gen. 15:13, 16). Fulfillment of the promise began in the 
days of Moses and Joshua. Moses repeated the promise in the 
divine command: “ ‘ “Behold, I have set the land before you; go 
in and take possession of the land” ’ ” (Deut. 1:8, RSV).

The first part of Deuteronomy 28 outlines the blessings Israel 
would receive if they followed God’s will. The other section of the 
chapter deals with the curses that would befall them if they did 
not. These curses were “largely, though not wholly, brought about 
by simply giving sin scope to work out its own evil results. . . . ‘He 
that soweth to [his] flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption’ (Gal. 
[6]:8). Like water, which, left to itself, will not cease running till it 
has found its level; like a clock, which, left to itself, will not cease 
going till it has run itself completely down; like a tree, which, left 
to grow, cannot but bring forth its appropriate fruit—so sin has a 
level to seek, a course to run, a fruit to mature, and ‘the end of 
those things is death’ (Rom. [6:]21).”—The Pulpit Commentary: 
Deuteronomy, ed., H. D. M. Spence and Joseph S. Exell

Despite all the promises of land, those promises were not 
unconditional. They came as part of a covenant. Israel had 
to fulfill her end of the bargain; if not, the promises could be 
nullified. The Lord made it very clear, more than once, that if they 
disobeyed, the land would be taken from them. Read Leviticus 
26:27–33. It’s hard to imagine how the Lord could have been 
more explicit with His words.

w e  g a t h e r  i n  h i s  n a m e 

Song of Gathering     
I Will Sing of Jesus Love / No. 183 

Sligo Live                                     Ron DeClerck 
Mother’s Day

Welcome & Church Life                     Pranitha Fielder

w e  h o n o r  a n d  p r a i s e  h i m

Hymn of Praise      
Love Divine / No. 191 (stanzas 1, 2 & 4) 

Prayer                                      Jean Arthur

w e  r e f l e c t

Children’s Message                          Hazel Marroquin

Scripture Reading                        Manuel Rosette 
2 Timothy 1: 3 - 5 (NKJV)

I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as 
my forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you 
in my prayers night and day, greatly desiring to see you, 
being mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy, 
when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is 
in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and 
your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in you also.

Music for Meditation        
The Lord Is My Shepherd / Cissy Houston

Sermon                         Don McFarlane  
In Praise of Mothers

Invitation to Give                      Don McFarlane

w e  g o  t o  s e r v e     

Benediction                                        Don McFarlane

Postlude       
Trumpet Voluntary / John Stanley

**********************************
“As a mother comforts her child, 
so will I comfort you.” 
- Isaiah 66:13

Leading our music today are:   
Adam Graham organist      
Judith Pino, chorister

Sligo Youth & Young Adult Choir   
Lulu Mupfumbu, director    
Curtis Richardson, pianist   

***********************************
Sonnets are full of love, 
and this my tome
- Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)

Sonnets are full of love, and this my 
tome
      Has many sonnets: so here now shall 
be
   One sonnet more, a love sonnet, from 
me
To her whose heart is my heart’s quiet 
home,
   To my first Love, my Mother, on whose 
knee
I learnt love-lore that is not troublesome;
   Whose service is my special dignity,
And she my loadstar while I go and 
come.
And so because you love me, and 
because
   I love you, Mother, I have woven a 
wreath
      Of rhymes wherewith to crown your 
honoured name:
      In you not fourscore years can dim 
the flame
Of love, whose blessed glow transcends 
the laws
   Of time and change and mortal life and 
death.   

***********************************
“The most beautiful word on the lips of 
mankind is the word “Mother,” and the 
most beautiful call is the call of “My 
mother.” It is a word full of hope and 
love, a sweet and kind word coming from 
the depths of the heart. The mother 
is everything – she is our consolation 
in sorrow, our hope in misery, and 
our strength in weakness. She is the 
source of love, mercy, sympathy, and 
forgiveness….”
- Kahlil Gibran

 

Simple Truths for Life:  Sligo’s Radio Ministry, can be heard 
each Sabbath morning from 8:30 - 9:00 a.m. on WGTS 91.9 FM. 
Listen with friends, then invite them to come to church in person at 
11:00 a.m. Download past episodes or subscribe to future episodes 
for free from Simple Truths for Life by Sligo Seventh-day Adventist 
Church from the iTunes Store. You can also go to simpletruthsforlife.
org/podcast.

Prayer Requests:     
Families of these deceased: Jean Ott, Shamrao Kadam, Brian 
Dewitt Thomas, Warren Exxon    
For Healing and Comfort: Ken Worrow, Sandy Leal

Message from Charles and Maureen Tapp:   
Dear Sligo Family,       
It is hard to believe that nearly 13 years have passed since we 
returned to serve our Sligo family. It has been such a privilege to 
work alongside you in this amazing community and we thank you 
for your unconditional love and support during this time. Thank you 
for inviting us into your homes, as well as into your hearts as you 
encouraged us, prayed for us, and on occasions fed us, but always 
exhibiting your love for Christ in every way. Please know that your 
presence at our farewell drive-by truly warmed our hearts. We were 
thrilled to see your faces (in spite of the masks) and were humbled 
by your thoughtful displays of appreciation. Our prayer is that one 
day soon we will be able to see Christ when he returns. But until 
then, may these words from our favorite hymn resonate in your 
heart, “When we all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will 
be.”Richest blessings, Charles and Maureen Tapp

Supporting Ministry - Please continue to support the ministries 
of Sligo Church during the absence of in-sanctuary worship. You 
can give your tithe and offerings online via the Sligo Church website 
(sligochurch.org), by mail to 7700 Carroll Avenue, Takoma Park, 
MD, 20912, or in person at the church office. If the office is closed, 
please use the mailbox on the left wall at the entrance.

Caring for One Another is an integral part of what it means to 
be a church family. We want to ensure that our elderly members 
have their basic needs met during this time of social distancing. 
Please share with Pranitha Fielder (pfielder@sligochurch.org), 
our congregational care pastor,  the name of any elderly member 
who in your opinion needs the support of the church during these 
challenging times. 

Sligo Book Club: Please join us on May 12, 2021 for our Zoom 
book club discussion. This month we will be discussing “His Truth 
is Marching On” by Jon Meacham. Please contact Kay Rosburg at 
rosburgkay@gmail.com to receive the Zoom invite.  We look forward 
to seeing you!

Adventist Community Services of Greater Washington 
remains open to help families: PLEASE help replenish ACSGW’s 
pantry. Drop off donations at 501 Sligo Avenue, Silver Spring, MD 
20910. Thank you!


